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Bleſſed is he that coofiderertizhe poere : the Lord will deliver 
| bim in the time of crouble, 
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In thoſe dayes. 


Shortly declared in certaine Poſitions: 


Hie Children of Sion, allof them that with from 
cheir heart the welfare of their Mother, 
cannot but be ſorrofull for her miſery. 
{Gy} - Jfthey haue a true ſorrow for her miſeties, 
they muſt needs allo baue a deſire that they 
may be taken away. 
3. If they haue ſuch a defire indeed, they can- 
not be without a willingneſle to helpe to redreſſe them, 
4.Andif there be a ſincere will ro helpe to tedteſſe the publick 
mileries of the Church, there will of neceſſity follow a readinefle 
to inde vour the worke according to ability, by lawfull aud poſſi- 


ble meanes. 
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But if there be no endeyour at al, itisevident there is no willing. 
ne ſſe to helpe, & ifno willingneſſe to help to redreſſe evils, then | 
alſo no deſire that evils may be taken away. And if no deſire that 
evils may be takẽ away. then alſo no ſorrow for the ſame. & if there 
be no forrow for the miſery of the Church, there is allo no true 
aft:&ions or wiſhes for the welfare therof. & if this be not in the 
heart of a publick Profeſſor, it is apparent he bath no true heart 
to Sion, and ſo is none ot her Children, and whatloever other- 
wiſe he may pretend in ſhew, is but an hypocritall appearance of 
affoction which the day of cryall will diſcover. 

Now chen, if a man do thinke himſelfe a true Child of this af- 
flicted Mother, let him try his heart by reall affects, and not by the 
ſelf. deceit uf flattering and imaginary griefe, which may come in 
bis minde, wich a tranſitoty flaſh of Condoling the publick miſe- 
ries whea evil newes are brought into his eares, It is eaſie to ſim 

pathize a little with the miſeries of the Church, when they are re- | 
lated to us, and to utter ſome apprehenſion of preſent, or of fu- | 

ture evils,with the flouriſh of a Complaint over the miſery of the 

times: But what is this to a childiſh affection, that ſeeth his Mo- 

ther in diſtteſſe and extremity, ſet upon by Robbers, and lies to 

be torne in peeces by herenimies? What is this to a brotherly heart 

that ſeeth his mothers ſonne in extreame danger of life? Do yon 

thinke that he would reſt in ſuch a Complaint,and not be ready to 

put forth his hands to helpe his brother, or his Mother in lach & 

Caſe ? Certainly no, if there were in bim any ſparke of filiall or 

brotherly affection. So then thele are times wherein the Children 

of Sion are to be made manifeſt, for thole that know ber miſeties, 

and will not really endeavour to redreſle them by lawful and poſ- 

ſible meanes, according to their ability, are none of hers, dut ſtran- 

gers: Let us not therfore flatter our ſelves with yayne words and 

ſhewes of affection, the time is come wherin deeds are required, 

Therfore to ihew the nature of theſe deeds, l brieſly thus proceed, 

F the (hildres of Sion are bound in conſcience all of them to in 
dea vour accoraug to theirability the redreſſe of her miſeries, then eyery 
one ought to do theſe things, 

1. Io take potile of tue true ſtate and Cauſe of ber _— 
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2. To conſider with bimſelfe what he is able to do, in helping 
to rike away the cauſe. 

3. To forecaft how that which he is able to doe, may be moſt ef- 
fectually put in execution, 

4. To fall to the execution of that worke as [ oone as ever hee 
can conyeniently, for under thele foure points, all orderly endea- 
vours of this nature are comprehended, therefore of thele more 
diſtinctly and particularly. 


" Of the firſt Duty: 
J. wee ought to take notice of the true State and cauſe of the 
miſery of the Church, then we ſhould conceive of them in a two 
fold reſpect. Both in reſpe& of the Church to which the evil befals. 
and in reſpect of the nature and property of the evill in it ſelfe, 
which befalleth to it. 

As Concerning the true Church of Chriſt, this js the right State 
and condition of it; that it is a Society of Saints called out of this 
evill world, to live in the Spirit of Chriſt by his word, to the glory 
of God in the advancement of their mutuall Salvation. As long 
as theſe properties of a Church are oblerued amongſt thoſe that 
make profeſſion of the Goſpell, the Church cannot be ſaid to be 
in miſery, for every thing is well and happie, ſo long as it enjoy- 
eth intirely its own being and natural properties. But if any thing 
be fall unto it, whereby x being is deftroyed, then it is ſaid true. 
ly to be in miſery, and that which is the cauſe of the deſtruction 
of its being, is the caule of its milery:ſo the we may conclude thus, 
If the viſible profeſſours of the Golpell of Chrift at this time, bee 


viſibly a Society, and be ſanctified by their obedience to the hea- 


venly calling. So that they are indeed viſibly ſeperated from 
this evill world, and live in the ſpirit and by the word, and 
plorifie God, and advance their mutuall edification. Then the 
Church viſi blie is in no miſery but truely happy. But if the viſible 
Profeffors of the goſpel, be not in this eſtate,thE the viſible Church 
is truly miſerable, and all that hindereth and deſtroyeth thole pro 

perties in it, is the cauſe of its miſeries. 
Therfore now we are to take notice of that which cauſeth want: 
A 3 1. Of 
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1. Of their Viſible Society. 

2. Of their viſible Sanctiſication-. 

3. Of their viſible Separation. from the evill war/d, 

4. Of their viſible life in the Spirit. 

5. Of their viſible obedience unto the werd. 

6, Of their Viſible glorifying of God, 

7. Of their viſible adyanct ment. of one another to ſalyation,, 

It the things which deſtrey theſe properties be obſer ved, as they 
befall to the Church, and as they are evill in their one nature, 
then wee ſhall truely underſtand the cauſe and State of the miſe- 
ry which oppreſſeth the Church: Therefore to thinke of this mate 
ter, Let as ſee what is the cauſe of the want of Society amovpſt the 
vifidle Profeſſors of the Golpell, and then what is the eaule of the 
want of all the reft of thele properties, 

The cauſe of the want of Society, is either a eareleſſenes where 
by erery one looketh only to himſel fe, and not alſo to the things 
of others. Contraty to the intention of God in framing the Church 
to he one Body in Chriſt, x Cor 12.5. a6. and contrary to the com- 
mandement of the Apoſtle, Phil. 2. 4. Or elſe an eAlenation- and con 
tratiety of Affections, vbereby the Profeſſours of the Goſpel are 
oppoſite one to another tn the Courſe of their profeſſion. not onely 
not labouring to ente ttaine the vnity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
peace, as we ought to doe Ephe, 4. 3. but rather endeavouring to 
bite and deyoure one another, and ſo in effect to conſume one ano 
ther in there ſociety G4. 5. i 5. And the cauſe of both this (areleſe» 
nes and Alienation. is a lelfe ſeking of every one, whereby be in. 
tendeth to ſet np his owne knowledge and praRile abone others, 
and intendeth not in love and meekneſſe to accomodate bimſelfe 
and his guifcs to the profit ot others, accoi diog to the meaſure of 
their Capacitie,which is ne vertheleſſe the end wherefore God bath 
given al his gifts to every ox. i Cor. i 22. Now from this ſelf. ekirg, do 
all theſe Schiſmes proceed, which haue defiroyed the viſible Soci- 
ety of the Profeſſours. And by this meanes Sets and parties a- 
riſing amongſt the Profeſſors, they injury one anothet, aud multi- 
ply Scandals to the diſhonouring of the Golpell, 


For 


y 
For which the lugment of God is pouted out upon them, and 
joſtly all miſeries betall them, becauſe they haue helped to turne 
the ſweetneſſe of the Goſpell of peace, into the bitternefſe of Gall 
and worme wood, by ſtrife and contention, whiles they did not la- 
bour eatneſtly to prevent thoſe Schiſmes, or to take them away in 
due time, The cauſe of the want of viſible Sanctification in the 
Profeſſors of the Golpell, is the want of Godly zeale in the prac 
tice of piety. And this Zeale is wanting becauſe the 
knowledge of things belonging to the Conſcience, is not ſo much 
taught and apprehended, as of things belonging to Tbeoreticall ſpe- 
culation, her in moſt men now dayes put the whole ſubſtance of 
Religion and faith, from whence ariſeth che earneſtaes about mat 
ters of diſpute, becauſe they ſuppoſe that all Religion, Truth and 
Faith is loft and overthrowne,1it any of their preconceived tenets 
be not received and entertained in that ſence wherein they under. 
derftand them. And therfore they are al buſie to rectitie & enform 
the vorios of their underſtanding, & forget in the mean while their 
bearts and their practiſes, wherein the date of Regeneration and 
bolines ought tobe perfeRed, Now frõ the neglect & forgetfulnes 
of perfecting holineſſe in their inward and outward life, the babits 
of ſi nne takes place more aud more, which darken their ynderftand 
ings, & quench the good motions of the ſpirit, & make them wholy 
voyde of that truetb which is after godlineffe, which ſhould rule 
their conſciences in all actions. whereof they being deſtitute b 
pature, and not being taught in the ordinary courſe of the nini 
try, they fall to this, that they are content with an outward, mo- 
ral, and formall profeſſion, and neuer ſeeke to God further, except 
it be in the Theory ot Controverſies 
Now from the want of theſe two Foundamentall properties, 
(vix:) Society and Santtificati on, and from the cauſes thereof , pro. 
cee deth the want of all the other properties of the Church, ere. 
in the viſiole and ſpirituall bappinefle thereof Conſiſte th: for her 
there is nocare to maintaine mutuall Society, and no knowledge 
of Conſcionable duties in the practiſe of piety, there can be no 
ie "4... _ 
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{eperation from tbe eyill world, there can be no life of the ſpirit 
ot God, there can be no true obedience to tbe word of God, and 
Conlequently there God cannot be glorified, nor the ſalvation of 


men mutuably advanced, and ſo all the properties of the Church 
are taken away by theſe cauſes: which we thus conſidered in reſ 
pect of the Church to wkich they befall, which are to be thought 


{5 much the more pernitious by how much the Sion of God our 
heavenly mother is in her ſelfe glorious, as the joy of the whole 
earth .Deare unto Chriſt our Saviour, who hath redeemed her 
with his own precious Blood, and to be beloved by us, who are be- 
gotten in her, and called to the fruition of life eternall. | 

Now the other reſpect under which theſe evils may be conſide 
red in themſelus, is this, that we take notice of them bow pernirious 
they are and hateful in their firſt beginings, how burrfull they are 
in their progteſſe, and bew dangerous in their iſſue and finall pe 
riod, There beginings are from the inward ſpawne of our Cor 
rupt nature, and from the father thereof the Devill, who is the 
author of al diviſions and all vnholineſſe. Their progreſſe wee 
may ſe to be hurtful that evidently the viſible eftate of the Church 
her happineſſe is chaunged thereby into extreame miſery and deſo 
lation, Religion decayeth, Jenorance, Superftition and all un 
godlineſſe increaſetb, perſecucion and cruelty prevailetb, & the 
inviſible perfe&ions of the true Regenerate, for want of a bolie 
comunis with others in ſpirituall things, are exceedingly impaired 
& ſtayed in their grouth, Their end & final period can be nothing 
els but the vtter deſolat ion of all churches and common wealths 
through warre, famine and peſtilence, which the wrath of God bath 
begun to lend forth upon almoR all the nations of Europe, andthe e 
ternall damnation of thoſe that in their publick or priuate Courles 
of life, either make themſelves inftruments of Sathan to foment the 
Cauſes of theſe evils in the profeſſion of the Goſpel, or elſe (ænow - 
ing what they ought to do in tedreſſing theſe evils) neglect their 
duties, and detaine the truth and grace of God in ſilence; and un 
righteouſueſſe, as a light vnder a buſhell, or a talent hidden under 
the ground, For in this Caſe he that is not openly with Chriſt for 
the preſerv ation of his Chureh and Goſpel, is directly againſt N 

an 
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and will de ſervedly be dealt withall as an adyvefary Therefore let 
us now come to the ſecond point which is to ſhew how everie 
one ought to conſider with bimſelfe what he is able to do, to helpe 
according to ability, to redrefle theſe Cauſes and miſeries of the 
Cburch. 


Of the ſecond Dusty 


E E haue now ſeene that the cauſe of all miſery in the Church 
is, ſummarily and originally a twofould want, Firſt of Care te 
entertaine ſpirituall Society one with anuther, Secordly , of 
Godly zeale and knowledge in the practiſe cf piety: lt theſe two 
wel-{prings of eur mifery can be ſtopped in the Coui ſe of our pub 
lick profeſſion, we {hall liue ina ſanct ĩfied Society ove with an- 
other in the Goſpel], and then it is certgine that there {hall bee no 
bleſſing wanting for the Pſalmiſt laith thai There the Lord comman 
deth a bleſſing even life for ever more Pſal. 133. 3. Therfore every one 
that belceveth it tobe ſo, is bound in conſcience to help according 
to his ability to advance this ſtate of the Churcb, otbetwiſe he is 
like to proue but a ſtranger that bath a falſe heart to the welfare 
thereof. Now the ability of every man that is a profe ſſed member 
of the Churcb, is rwofo?d either Spiritual or Cv perall, or rather 
both Spiritual) and Co- porall. For every one ought to be a member 
of this body in both theſe reſpeRts , add every member in everie 
reſpect batb its owne ſeverall guift and ability to ſerue and profit 
the whole body within its own place, upon which ground we thus 
proceed further, 

If there be any {pirituall ability in a wan, it is io the light of his 
yaderftanding,and in the Commotions of bis wil and affect ons: by 
the vnderftandiog through light be is able to appre bend, to ſeatch 
and diſcearne out things to be Conlidered off, and haueing fourd 
them to diſpoſe and order them to the Capacity of others „See 
then, theſe abilities ought to be- applyed to the Coi ideratien of 
the evils of the Churcb, to apprebend ſearch out, diſcerue and ſet 
forth before the eyes of his cw e underſtanding the caules ard re 
medy thberof,in ſuch a manner that oibets allo way be able to cm 
| B win 
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prehend them: Bur if a man doth not apply the light of his un” 


derftanding to think upon theſe objetts, it is evident that he with 
draweth his ſpititud ability from the ſervice of the church io theſe 
tim s of her greateſt diſtceſſe, and ſo deſerveth to be given ouer to 
the darkencfi:s of fooliſhi imaginations, becauſe he loveth not to 
thinke opon that which is muſt ot eeſſaty and profittable for the 
Kingdome of God, tliat the light may ſhine before othets to help 
them in the dark neſe of theſe milerable Confuſions wherein now 
all doe lie almoſt drowned, By the Commotion of the will add af. 
fections. Amas may Rir himlelfe up to move for the Chureh three 
waics, 1, Towards Qod, 2. Towards himlelfe, 3. To- 
werds bis neighbour. 

Towards God, he ought to moue in the defire of his heart b 
bumble prayer to beleech him, that hee would be plealed to take a 
way the Caules ot the miſery, & fend forth inſtruments fitted with 
guitts to apply the neceſſary remedies, It therefore in his prayer 
he ſeek eth not for this at the thrown of grace, it is apparent tbat he 
negleReth to pray for the coming of the Kingdome of God, which 
conſiſteth in righte@uſnetſe, peace, joy in the Holy Gboſt, all which 
is now wantiog in the U/ib/e Society of the Church, 

Towards himſelfe, he ought to moue by earneſt reſolutions, & 
holy purpoſes to goe out of this Babel! and Confufion wherein we 
ſtand, by freeing his owne minde and affection from all Sectary 
and Sciſmaticall intentions, and his publick profeſſion of Religion 
om the ſports of malice, hatred, prejudice, murmetings, raylings 
and contentiouſneſſe, that he may be found unblamable ia loue at 
the coming of the Lord leſus. 

Towards bis neighbours he ought to moge by compaſſion in 
pitty ing thole that goe aftray, from the trutb, and giue Scandals to 
others in their violent paſſions, and praQtifes,and by good ex imple 
to goe before them in Charitable judgments aod coarles of life, & 
by holy ptovocations, exhortatioss and entreaties to draw them 
out of the Snares of Sathan:to follow the duties of mutuall edefica 
tion, and to intend the duties of holy communion, Now if hee 
worketh not theſe reſolutions and motions upon his own wil and af 
feRions,it cannot be denyed, but that he is of a Schiſmaticall m_ 
a0 
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and diſpefitien,avd ſo is guilty ofthe Canſes of this miſery wher- 
in the Chucch is plunged, and therefore ought betimes to reforme 
his heat, tand purge it from the ſecret diſpoſition of Careleſſnes 
alienatiobs oppeſitions and ſelfe ſeeking , where witball 
it is peſſefſſed. For it is Certaine that if the former good retolu- 
tions be vot formed, in it, the opolite dilpeſitions are, becaule 
it is in poſible that the heart can be voyd of botb, and ler him with 
all remember that his Heart 15 hard to be knowne, becaule it is De- 
ceit fuil aboue all things and deſßeratelj wicked ler. 3.9, Thetetore 
be ought t ot to paſſe the matter lightly,nur leave of this endea- 
your till be finde theſe reſolutions perfectly ſetled in it, leaf per- 
baps be be found to be one of thoſe that help to bring this delvlari 
on upon the Church of God. Thele then are the abilities cf the 
Spirit wherein thoſe that ought to be moſt Spiricaall, viz: the 
Preachers of the Goſpell ſhould ihew themſelves before others as pat 
ternes of light in ibe midſt of this froward generation, | 

Now againe, if there by any bodily,or ourward ability in a man, 
it is the livelihood of his actiens or ia the ulefulnetle of his 
polleſſions: ; 

Thelivelibood of a mans actions, ought to be imployed for the 
good of the Churcb,in opening his mouth to ſpeake for the cauſe 
thereof, and to giue ad vice by way of writing, or otherwiſe in that 
which is requiſite in going, er come ing and taking paines for the 
ad varcement of the affaires therof, to ſollicite or perform as a wil 
ling (ſervant ot the publick good, that which he (hall find need ull 
or profiti able to be done for tbe advancement ot peace, vnity and 
boline ſſe, and ſuch like graces amongſt the Profe piers of the Goſpel: 
which if a man be unwilling to doe when be is avle; 1 cannot lee 
how he is ſayd to haue aſincete affe tion towards the well fare and 
proſperity ef Ieruſale m: For it is certaine that aman will not leg 
yawilling to imple 7 himſelfe , ard ſpend bis time in that which 
he doth truely effect. But iſ a man wil ſperd no time, co thoughts, 
no Service for the publick good of the Church: Now can it bee 
laid tbat he is af ed towards ii: Let therfore &ycry ore lui ke to 
his time, and a ions, whether they be impleyed for bimſelte and 
the v orld onely, or for the Church;ard allo bis dire ſled brethfe n 
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if ne doth nothing elſe for theſe, but now and then when he hea- 
reth of theire mileries, to be alitle ſad for them in condolin 
their eſtate, then he muſt know that an hipaccrite doth this as well 
95 he, and that one day he ſhiſl eiue an account of the precicus 
time and actions which he bath ſpent in his own ſelfe pleafing con. 
ce i: hiſes he might haue aſſiſted Chriſts membersand his diſtreſ 
led Church by ſome profitable undertakings, for their reliefe in 
this time of their extremi'y, 

The uſefulacffe of mans riches and poſſeſſi ons, ought to be im- 
ployed for the good of the Church in opening his purſe upon fit 
occaſions, not only to giue ſome almes to thoſe that are exiled & 
haue loft all their ſubſtance for the caule of Religion, and a good 
conſcienee;for this is a Common thing which every Hypocrite can 
and will doe, leaſt he ſhould ſee me to be bard harted, but alſo to 
ſpare and lay ali ſe that which may be ſpared for pious uſes of a 
publick nature, whereby the State of the afflicted Church of God 
may be aſſiſted in ſome (pirituall manner. As for example, for the 
entertaining of ſome Agents that might wholy apply themſelves to 
ſet a worke, lawfull ſure and eaſſe meanes, whereby the Caules of 
de viſions amongſt the Churches might be taken away, and true re» 
ligion eminently advanced: Such as an Agent or two entertaine 
Corteſpondencie and gather up the Counſels of of all the beſt di- 
vines of Europe in the matters of parcification might be, And ſuch 
as an other agent or two might be to advance the meanes of godli- 
neſſe, and ſolid learning, both which endeavours are atready b 
ſome yadertaken, nay Go willing without difficulty be finiſhed 
if outward meanes faile not, How uſeful] theſe undertakings, 
nay how neceſfary they are, may be gathered from the ſubſtance 
of this diſcourſe, and how eaſily both may be aff cted, is to be con 
ceived by the diſeription ofthe meanas and manner of bringing 
theſe matters to P3 fle, which elſe wher it is to be expliyned, Ther- 
fore if the worldly goods ſerve onely thine owne back and belly to 
muntaine ſuch a Table as becometh thy ranck,and canſt not hade 
any thing to be ſpared for pions uſes of a pubhck nacare, how can 
it be ſaid that thou loueſt thy Pre ten or the advancement of Re- 
ligion? The love of thy belly, of thy Statelinefle & of this world 

can 


y 

cannot dwell in N with the loue of God. If then . 
loue ſt thy pleaſures and ſtate ſo, that thou canſt not abridge any 
thing of thy ſpending to apply to a more holy uſe, then formerly it 
bath been, take heed, how thou (hilt be able at the laſt day to give 
a reckoning to Gd of thy ſte wardſhip of his ſubſtance, for it is 
bis, not thine, thou haſt no more but the diſpenſation thereof, and 
Hoffe to diſpoſe of it accotding to his will, and moſt for his glory, 
and nor thine owne yanity and luſt. | 

Therefore if thou canſt not finde away, proportion at all to bee 
alotted for ſuch uſes whereby thy poore mother the Church may 
receiue ſome releive in her{pirituall aft Rions(flatter not thy lelf 
with vayne words) It is plaine that thou haſt no filiall, but an Ali- 
ens heart towards her, becauſe thou wilſt rather ſuffer, her to pe- 
riſh for want of helpe, then that a rotten Carkaſſe of thine ſhould 
want any point of that eale,plealuce, and paſtime which it is wont 
to enjoy. 

You that are now at your eaſe in Zo, Conſider this, lay it to 
heart, vou that muſt haue ſo many diſhes of meate ſo, and ſo dreſ- 
ſed, vou that muſt be neighbonr ſike, and feaſt your friends at fuch 
and luch time, that drinke your wine in boules and eate the lambs 
out of the flock and the Cal ves out of the midſt of the ſtale, that 
Tye upon beds of Ivory, and ſtretch your ſelves upon your couches, 
and are not ove at your heart for the affliction of Joſeph,and 
mourne not for all the abominations that are committed within 


Terufalem, | 
Rememyer the end of the rich gloatton that was cloathed in 


ſofte rayment and fared delitiouſly as you do every day: but ſuf- 
tered poore L42,ar45 to ly at the doore and toreceine comfort of 
his Doggs, your end ſhall be like yaro his, except you breake of 


your ſinnes ty ighteouſneſſe, and your iniquities by ſhewing mer- 
ty to the pore ſtue of Sion. Abridge your ſelues by times of the 


fuperffaity of aur pleaſures and chang the ſubſtance that is ſpent, 
into Chriftian Liberrality for pious vſes, that you may baue a 
treaſure in heaven, which ſhall be alotted to youx reckoning in the 


great day of Gods accounts, 
S 3 
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Thole therefore that want ſufficiences of ſpirituall abilltes, or 
induftry to abilities or induſtry to apply the livelibood of their bo 
bodily actions for to aſſiſt the Church of God, if they can ſpare or 
apply ſome part of their outward Subſtance to further the worke in 
thoſe that goe abont the other parts therof,are bound in conſcience 
to do it, or elſe they are as far guilty as in them lyeth of the mi- 
ſeries of the Church, becauſe they will giue no heſpe towards the 
redreſſe of the ſame, And thus much of the ſecond duty, Now 
let us ſpeake of che third, 


Of the third Duty: © 


hen a man once knoweth what he is able to do, in a Spirituall 
or bodily manner, and moued in his heart to per forme bis du- 

ty : His next care is to forecaſt before he fall to worke, bow his 

undertakeing may become moſt effect uall in the execution. 

To doe this, he ought to re flect upon the manuer, and ypon the 
meanes of bringing it to paſſe tor the publick good. | 

The property of every mans vndertaking is auſwerable to the 
meaſure of his ability, if there fore bis ability be in his ſpirituall 
parts , either in bis nr ny or in his good affection and 
will, The property of his undertaking will be accordingly citber 
Dottrinall or Hortato: 3. if it be Doctrinall, bis ay me and purpoſe 
ought to be to cleere neceſlary truihes, in a peacable way, that is 
ſo neceſſary uſefull to edefycation. 2, How thele matters ought 
to be be deliuered differently ro the Capacity of tbe meaner and 
more learned ſort, and how the faults bitherto Committed in con- 
troverſall Divinity may be avoyded , leaft the impediment and 
{candalous way of delivery, lixe unto thornes and briers,cbuke.the 
fruit and grout of the good ſeed, 

It it be Hortatory his ay me ought to be to perſwade and enduce 
mens hearts to the duty of helinefle in the Communion of Saintes, 
in the ſhe wing forth the nece ſſity and uſcfulnefle of edification & 
vſefalneſſe of mutuall editication,and the meanes whereby it may 
be attained. 2, The hurtefulnelle and wickedneſſe of Scandalous 
and Schilmaticall practiſes whereby men run headlong,and draw 
other 


| 1 
others with th-mſelves into perdition. And how theſe Courles 
ought to be avoyded both in matters of Iudgment, and in actions 
of publick and privace converſion. 

Now if any man findeth in himſelfe ſome ſpirituall guift and 
ability whereby be is fitted ro undertake ſome endeavours in eĩ- 
ther of theſe kindes, and doth ir not, or in doing it, laboureth 
not for this Scope, but hath ſome partiall end, either toſhew his 
learning, tolerve his ownefide, to weaken and defame his ad- 
verſaries, to gaine authority or credit ,or to fulfill ſome other in- 
tention which is not directly ſubordinate to the ſervice of God in 
the Golpell: He muft know, that he is an vnprofittable Servant; 
and one that doth ſcatter more then be doth gather, to Jelus 
Cbriſt. 

For the times ate ſuch, that he which doth not gather with Chrift, 
is Coanted to ſcatter abroad from him, For in times ef extre- 
mity when a man muſt needs periſh if he be not helped, when o- 
thers can Contribute to his reliefe and doe it not, it is all one in ef* 
fe&to withdraw their helping hand and procure bis ruine , for 
his ruine is infalible, if be be not helped, if a great fire be kind» 
led in a city, which infallibly it be nar e Kr burne up all 
the houſes thereof, is not he guilty of che burning and may be ta- 
ken juſtly for one of the incenſaries who can and will not helpe to 
quench it ? So it is in this caſe, there is a fire kindled againſt the 
profeſſours of the Goſpell, a fire of icife among themſelves, and 
a fire of wrath and indignation from God. | 

Now if thou dot ee this fice and the dangers thereof, and wilt 
neither call out for belpe to others, nor bring one drope of water 
out of thy well to caſt upon it thy ſel f,is it not apparent that thon 
art no leſſe guilty of this butnivg then he is that did kindle the fire? 
For thou doft cauſe it now to continue and increaſe with as much, 
if not with more Cruelty and injuſtice, then be did that cauſed ir 
to breake forth as the firſt, | x 

For perhaps his fault was accedental,& the fire took hold of the 
houſe before hee was aware, againſt his intention, but thou 
baft no excuſe at all if thou doſt not helpe, becauſe thou art called 
now to undertake ſome endeayour according to ability, to quench 

Its 
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1 it. If therefore thou baft any ſpiritnall guiftt, eyther for Theo- 
5 reticall or practicall divinity, and pleaſeſt only thy ſelfe with them 
| at home in thy private Contemplations, thou art like a foole that 
would gos to his paſtime while he ſeeth his houle a fire about his 
eares: or if thou put them forth aud doſt not fit them as water to 
quench this fire, or as balme to be apply ed to this wound, bou art 
ke an unnaturall and unthriftie ſonne, who is more willing to 
ik ſpend his ſubſtance ypon toyes and trifles which pleaſe his owne 
| fanc ĩe, then upon healthful] phiſick which may be able to ſaue bis 
E | mothers life in her greateſt extremity, or upon food and rayment 
1 to refreſh bis „ nee in their deepeſt milery. 
So then to undertake any thing in this kiad tightly, the property 
|», of a mans ability muſt be fitted to this Scope of edificativu, To do « 
F 4 which,the manner and meanes of attempting the worke ought to 
14 be further Conſidered, 
| The way ox manner of undertaking a worke of this nature con- 
ſigeth in frameing the heart aright betore a man ſer upon it, ber- 
tore as the effect intended is truely ſpitituall, ſo ther muſt be atrue 
27 Þ (piritual diſpoſition wrought upon the heart that undertaketh,elſe 
= here can be no proportion betwixt the action and the effect which 
5 to follow upon it. Now this ſpitituall diſpoſition cunſiſteth in 
1 theſe foure qualities. | 
1. That. the heart be made truely publick in the purpoſes 
k 2: That. it be armed with Conttancie ww the Reſolutions to follow 
the pur poſe. 
BY 3. That it be tempered with humility in following Conftanily iti 


| | reſolutions, | 
1 4. eAndlaftly, that, it be affected with vnfained Brotherly laue, & 
[it - {orsjtian Charity to ſea en all the endeavors. 
The heart wil be made truly publick if it refle& upon the nature 
of Chriſtianity, & for it ſelf at liberty frõ the prejudicate thoughts 
which we ule to take dp when we fuffer our lelves to be led away 
with tbe humors of one partie more then anotber. T his partialitie 
is an oppoſite unto Heauenly wiledome as the Apoſtle Saint [«wes 
iheweth ( bap. 3. Veiſ. ix. And except aman free his heart from 
this inclination, be caunat truely conceiue hat is it to be a Chriſ- 
clan 


1 k 
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tian, For a}Chriftian is neitber Ie wor Gentile,veither Greeke nor 
Barbarian neither male nor female, neither bond nor free, neither 
Circumciſed nor uncircumciſed: but in al theſe is a Ne. Creature: 
wherein Chri# is all in all Col, 3. 11. Cal. C. i 3. Therefore to haue 
a publick purpole, is to ayme at chriſtianity in it ſelfe, to intend 
the eſtate of Regeneration: amongſt all men without difference 
ot Perions , and fo conſequeutly to lay dowre not onely the 
name of factions out of our minds, memories & mouths: but alſo to 
bloc out of our affect ions the purpole of leaveing more to one fide 
then to another, to one man then to another, or to our own ſelves 
more then to others, that nothing may be regarded or thought vp- 
on but onely Cht iſt, in whom all true Chriſtians are one and the 
ſame miſticall body, which body is ovly to be locked vnto, and to 
belpe the building of it up , the publick purpole muſt be in the 
beart, otherwiſe all the endeayours wilbe lame, by reafon of the 
leaven of partiall copceptions which will dogge the execution of 
that which may be intended, 

And to helpe our hearts to this publick diſpoſition, we ought 
to call ro mĩude that oft times Chriſt is neereſt to the greateſt f . 
ners, and that they are ſooner brought to the ſtate of Regenerati- 
on then theſe that . to be farre advanced in knowledge, as we 
may lee At. 9. 13. & 21.32. And it is Gods wiledome to call the 
meane and Com emptible things of the world, ard to reyeale him- 
ſelfe rather to Babes and Sucłlings, rather then wnto the wiſe & pru- 
dent, Mat. 11.25. Therefore we muft conceiue tbat the word of 
regeneration, is fitteſt for thoſe that are in appearance to us furtheſt 
from ii: So that in the purpoſe of our heart we muſt preferre none 
that knoweth the name of Chriſt before another, for we know not 
whom God bath choſen, but our endeavours muſt be truely pub- 
lick, and yniverſall, dedicated to the whole family of Chriff, 

The heart will be armed with Cenflarcie in the relolution to 
follow this purpoſe, 


1. If we log not unte man, but unt o God whoſe ſervice we ſl. 
intend, 


2, If we remember that it is our duty which we are abunt, & that 
whether the effect follow upon is or not, we fhall haue our reward. 


3. If 
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3. If we take up 4 ſtrong purpoſe ts bre patient and not ſubełl to ir. 
rit ation, whatſaeyer wrongs , tniuies , or Creſſes befall unto ns n our 
vnde ta bing. 

4. 7f ve call to minde that. he is not fit for the Kin gdeme of God 
who putterh his hand to the plongh and looketh bach wd. And that 
be that will ſaue his life by change of reſclation ſhall looſe it, and he thats 
looſer his life in perſeverance for Chriſt ſh ll ſave it. And that a man 
pro firre:h nothing to gaine the whole wor id and looſe his ſoule, 

The heart muſt be ſeiled in humility, leaſt the ſtrength of our 
reſolution make us proud, & confident in our own countels, Ther- 
fore our purpoles muſt be tempered with meekneſſe and Lowly- 
neſſe of mate, which is to be wrought upon our hearts, | 

1. By a Continuall care of Renouaceiug our ſelves and giving 
up all our intentions to God, 

2 By the remembrance of our unfitneſſe to thinke, or do any 
= of ourſelves, except God beate us up and carry us a- 

ong in all things. 

3. By the conſtant practiſe of Godly ſorrom and repentance 
for the (ins which we ſhall dayly diſcover in our life, which 
we muſt never diſcontinue to call tominde, 

4. By the conſideration of Gods Counſell, which is to manifeſt 
bis ſtrength in our weakneſſe. For which caule we ought to re- 
ſolye with the Apoſtle( 2 Cor. 12, be weake and baſe, that God 
may be exaltedin us, For when we are weakeſt (as be ſaith there) 
then we are ſtrongeſt, 

The heart muſt be affected with brotherly love, & Charity in all 
undertak iogs, elle there is no fitueſſe to edefie : For it is charitie 
that edifieth, and where that alone is wantipg, there all other gra- 
ces can profit nothing x Cor. 13. I. 2. 

This then muſt goe through all our endeavours, and be as it were 
the life and Soule thereoſ. And to worke it upon our affections. 

. We muſt prevent all preſumptions in Iudging of perſonall 

intentions, leaſt wee miſiaterpret the good meanings of 
their actions. 

2. We muſt frame in our harts a ſincere purpoſe of doing good 
to all men, to thoſe that we may thinke to be moſt unwort= 

| : thy 


| 


aww. > 
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thy of it, that we may be able to overcome the evill which may be 
in them by good, according to the Apoſtles rule: Rom.t2.21 

3. We muſt remember that God is charity and that we dwell 
in God lo long as we remaine in charity 1 10, l. 14. 

4. We muſtiet before our eyes daily, that we are called to ſerve 
one another through love Gal. 5. 13 Aud to fulſill the law of Chrift, 
which is ts beate one anothers burdens Gal. 6. 2. 

This preparation of our heart is the true manner of underta- 
king the worke which we ſhalbe able to intend, and Conſequently 
alſo a part of the meanes to bring it to paſſe, But concerning 
the meanes there is yet a further thought, which Prudencie doth 
teach in forecafting the execution, for pradencie is the eye of 
the minde towards actions, whereby it diſcerneth the way of per- 
formance which is muſt an{werable to the nature of the work inten 
ded. It then we conſider that the work intended is nothing elle but 
to bring tbe true profeſſors of the Goſpel ynto a holy ſociety, we 
may iudg that the ready way to make our undertakings in the 
execution effectual, wilbe ro undertake and do the work lociably, 
that is: j\yarly and Correſpondently with others. 

Therf..re when we are reſolved to do out parts, we muftlooke 
about for Coadiutots and correſpondents, we ought to pick out 
and ſtirre up thole whom we ſhall Iudge fitteſt by reaſon of tneir 
boly diſpoſition and Spirituall guifts, and with theſe we ought 
to communicate our intentions, and Contract a Covenant of mu- 
tuall Co:nmunis & aſſiſtance in theſe indeavours* And this much 
ooncerning the ſpiritual undertakings by which the property, man 
ner and means of the bodily ynder takings may be proportionably 
iudged and diſcerned:For whatſoever is tequiſite in the one, is al- 
ſo neceſſary for the other, that both may goe hand in hand togea- 
ther, And by the meanes of ſome fit Correſpondent, who ſhall 
through good intelligence (as a Curfitor berwixt them) bring the 
bodily and ſpirituall andertakers in one Society, the whole works 
may proceed by degrees as God fall giue a bleſſing, 
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The fourth and loft Du:: 


WIlen this is done, that i:: when men that are able to belpe 
this Godly worke , haue taken their raſkes, and haue fore - 
caſt the way of bringiog their intentions bopefully to paſſe: then 
nothing remaineth but tbe reall execution, wherio as every on {hal 
ſhew bimlſelfe faithfull and diligent, ſo he may expept his reward 
from God, whole kindome hee laboureth to advance according to 
the guift and talent which he hath received to that effect. For 
God hath erected vs in the world and given vs all both ſpirituall 
and bodily things to none other ends but to ſerve his one glorie, 
in ſetting up the kingdome of his⁊ſonue, which is righteouſut ſſe, 
peace and joy in the holy Ghoſt, to be propagated, to all men, And 
thole that ſerve Criſt in theſe things are acceptable unto God, and 
approved of men Rom. 14. 8. 
But if we ayme not at this, wee miſſe the marke. And if wee 
now being called upon, refuſe to put forth our helping hand for 
( the reliefe and conſervation of his Church, and heavenly truth, in 
the midft ol thele confuſions, deſolatious, and Schiſmes whereby 
that is torne in peeces, and this is obicured, what can wee expect 
trom the hand of God for ſo great vnthank fulueſſc, cruelty, neg- 
lect of our chiefe, and(at this time) almeft onely duty? but to be 
deprived of the kingdome of grace,which thus we doe betray, and 
caſt out of the kingdame of bis glory, into the pit of utter dark- 
neſle where there js weeping and gra(hing of teeth. 


3 But yet we hope for better th ol all ſuch are truely ¶ Bildren 
| 5 of Sion. Therefore yee chit art watchmen vpon the wals of le- 
3 rulalem hold not your peace day nor e that make men- 
* | tion of the Lord keepefiothience, and giue m no reſt, till he eſ- 


| rabliſh, and till be make Terulalema praiſe on the earth, Amen, 
| And as many as Walke according 75 Rule, peace 

| be on them, lad upon the Iſraell of n 
God. Wits r 
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